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embroidery, with his sword thrust carelessly through his pocket. He 
showed a bluff and resolute visage, with a complexion, ripened by the 
pick of fifty vintages, which matched the colour of his costume, and had 
earned him an ironical compliment from the pen of Junius. ' ' The treat- 
ment of British politics is by no means confined to the parties in parlia- 
ment. A considerable part of the volume is devoted to an analysis of 
the social and economic conditions in Great Britain with an attempt to 
show their effect upon political opinion. 

From the foregoing account it will be seen that the figures of George 
III and Charles Fox, whose relations have provided the title for the 
work, are greatly subordinated to events and their environment. There 
are scattered throughout the volume a sufficient number of notices of 
these two men to justify the title but they scarcely loom larger than 
many of their contemporaries. 

Like the other volumes of the series footnotes are conspicuous by their 
absence, but the confidence which the writer inspires by the fulness of 
his details compensates in the mind of even the most exacting student 
for this neglect of external proofs of profound scholarship. 

C. "W. A. 

Narrative of Johann Carl Buettner in the American revolution [Heart- 
man's historical series, no. 1.] (New York: Chas. Fred. 
Heartman, 1914. 69 p. $2.50) 
This translation of the narrative of Johann Carl Buettner is valuable 
to the student of the American revolution for its picture of social con- 
ditions in Europe during that period, its account of the temptations that 
drew ignorant foreigners to ship for America with greedy sea captains, 
its picture of the fearful condition on transport ships, and finally as a 
detailed account of the experience of an indentured servant in America 
during those troubled times. Buettner was born in Germany. At an 
early age he was apprenticed to learn ' ' to trim beards and other accom- 
plishments of the surgical skill. ' ' He hoped that this trade would en- 
able him to go into the wide world to America or the West Indies. 
Having learned his art he wandered far in Europe suffering many 
strange mishaps, not the least of which was being arrested in Prague 
because he was in the company of some runaway soldiers. He piously 
saw in this the justice "meted out to me by God's providence for my 
passion for card playing." Escaping from this detention he went to 
Hamburg where pretended countrymen urged him to go to the "West 
Indies, and persuaded him to accompany them to Amsterdam where he 
was introduced to many young men and women wishing to go to Amer- 
ica in search of a fortune. Some "shippers of human freight" took 
them in charge, and Buettner was induced to indenture himself for 
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America ' ' where gold and pearl fisheries abound, ' ' and where easy tasks 
at three dollars a day would enable him to pay for his passage. He 
sailed with three hundred persons, "land crafts, men and young women 
clothed in blue striped linen dresses." He pictures the promiscuous 
herding of men and women, but closes the shocking details with the 
exclamation, "but the hands of the angel of innocence cover his face." 
A storm added to the sufferings of the crowded passengers ; the sick en- 
dured "the tortures of the damned." Those who died were wrapped 
in sail cloth and thrown into the water; if big fish swam near the ship 
in the morning it was a sure sign that there had been a sea-burial the 
previous night. When the coast was sighted a storm arose, driving 
back the pilots, and prolonging the voyage several weeks. The waves 
piled up by the storm were ' ' like black forbidding chains of mountains. ' ' 
The drinking water became scarce, smelling unpleasantly, and tasting 
like ink, yet for food they had only salted meat which increased their 
thirst. The bread was hard, gray and yellow inside, the peas half 
cooked and hard to digest. After taking eight days to sail from the 
mouth of Delaware bay to Philadelphia, the indentured servants were 
landed, stripped naked and examined by prospective buyers. Buettner 
fell into the hands of a New Jersey planter who treated him well but 
who had a bad temper. The description of his life with the planter is 
entertaining, but leaves the impression that eating, drinking, and danc- 
ing interested Buettner more than work. He escaped and entered the 
continental army, where he foraged for loyalists' cattle more than he 
fought. At last he took part in a battle from which he and his fellows 
fled "like hares" into the forest. He surrendered and Was later taken 
into the Hessian part of the British army, which he complains was 
worked harder than the British part. He was taken to Savannah, was 
captured, and reentered the American ranks where he became a surgeon. 
At last he succeeded in getting aboard an American boat sailing for the 
West Indies, but was put on a prize which was captured, and he again 
fell into British hands. He was taken to Europe by the British, and 
returned to his native land. The original of this narrative was printed 
in 1828, and is now very rare. We are not told who was the translator. 

C. H. Van Tyne 

Letters written by Ebenezer Huntington during the American revolu- 
tion. [Heartman's historical series, n. 2.] (New York: Chas. 
Fred. Heartman, 1914. 112 p. $3.00) 
The Huntington letters, seventy-one in number, printed from the 
recently discovered originals, give us a vivid picture of the life of the 
"armed citizenry" during the American revolution. They give a dismal 
warning of the folly of unpreparedness in a people unmilitary in char- 



